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power which the old laws had given to the father
of the family, though not destroyed, was greatly
abridged." l Above all, we can trace the influence
of Stoicism in the gradual mitigation of the hard
lot of the slave. Seneca, Plutarch, and the
younger Pliny, all reveal the working of a new
leaven which was slowly making impossible the old
barbarities. " The energy with which Seneca
denounced harsh or contemptuous conduct to these
humble dependents had evidently behind it the
force of a steadily growing sentiment. The master
who abused his power was already beginning to
be a marked man." 2

The facts which have been brought together in
the preceding paragraphs are sufficientr to show
with how little justice the condition of Roman
society in the first century is depicted in hues of
unrelieved blackness. The shadows are, indeed,
always there; even in the second century and
under the beneficent sway of the Antonines they
never wholly lift; in the days of Nero and Domitian
the darkness can be felt. And yet there were stars
still shining even at the hour of Rome's midnight.
Why should we refuse to greet them ? We add
nothing to our proof of the worth of the gospel by
a mean estimate of the saints of heathenism. Did

1  Lecky's History of European Morals, vol. i, p. 295 *egr.

2  Dill, p. 117.